




















 Resources





large world map


extracts from Anne Frank’s diary


Rose Blanche by Roberto Innocenti





Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden


Good Night Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 


(also a film)





Childrens’ Wartime Diaries Laurel Holliday








 Subject skills / concepts


Finding out about the past from oral evidence


find out about  characteristic features of the experiences of children in wartime 





Key Question:


Where did our grandparents or great grandparents live during the Second World War?


Did they all have similar experiences as children of wartime?




















 Cross Curricular Links


  English:  writing for different purposes and audiences


ICT: video recording


geography: use maps for locating places and people





 Key vocabulary


experiences     evacuation       rations














 Extension Activities


Some children borrow school video to interview their grandparents


They also video each other producing a report on their findings








 Differentiation


Children unable to access grandparents are given extracts to talk to the rest of the class about from other children’s wartime diaries


Some children use storyboards to record grandparents memories


Children could work in groups to produce chapters for the book with each member ‘playing to his/her strengths’





 Planned teaching, learning & assessment activities





Lesson 1  (Teacher prepares for lesson 1by asking children to find out for the next lesson where their grandparents & great grandparents lived during the Second World War)


Introduce topic by establishing when the war took place and why it was called a World War.


Pin copy of world map in centre of large sheet of sugar paper. Children use the information from their grand/ great grand parents to mark on it where their grand/ great grand parents lived during the Second World War .


Class discuss findings, and record them in graphical form (%ages of relatives who did not come from Liverpooll)


Lesson 2


Children select one grandparent to contact (homework).  They ask them what their happiest and saddest memories of the War were.


Teacher reads selections from diaries of Anne Frank, & stories of Rose Blanche, Carrie, Tom etc.  Children compare these experiences with those of their grandparent. They write a list of similarities and differences using the following headings if necessary


having to leave home quickly & without warning


not understanding what was going on


being afraid


being hungry


coping with death


keeping their real feelings hidden


Lesson 3


Class produce own book with these as chapter headings.  Responses could be in form of poetry, drawings, empathetic pieces, stories, mock interviews etc.
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 Resources


relevant annotated clippings from newspapers of the time


photographs taken at the time


generic photographs of evacuees


school log books


records of billeting officers


memories of residents


maps with appropriate places marked


copies of letters to or from families involved


photographs of any visible evidence today


taped recordings of elderly residents describing their experiences


ration books


artefacts from local schools museum services.











 Subject skills / concepts


Ask & answer questions about the past by using sources of information in a variety of ways


 








 Key Question:





How did the Second World War affect people who lived in this locality?




















 Cross Curricular Links








 Key vocabulary


invasion  rationing evacuation











 Extension Activities





Using the sources of evidence children write a story in the manner of Carrie’s War, or Good Night Mr Tom etc.








 Differentiation





children put in mixed ability groups with least able having the most appropriate sources and questions to handle





 Planned teaching, learning & assessment activities





Lesson 4 (or Lesson 1 if previous activities don’t take place)


Teacher produces sets of locality packs of between three and five primary and secondary sources.  Each separate pack provides evidence to answer one of the following questions that is written on the front of the pack.





Was there any war damage in this locality?  If so, what caused it?


Were children evacuated to or from this locality.  Where did they go / come from?  What was life like for them?


How did people survive on their rations in this locality?  Did they have any extra ways of finding food?


What precautions did people take against possible invasion in this locality?


Did schools keep on running during the war in this locality?


How many people living in this locality died as a result of the war?





Using a three column grid, children list each source in column one, describe it in column two and explain how it helps them to answer the question in column three.





The group prepares either a written or oral presentation for the rest of the class.


Results of this research are posted on the wall.
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 Resources





 map of pre 1940s, & current map of Liverpooll.


local war memorial


church memorial


brick built or other type of air raid shelter


truncated iron railings


old army barracks


regimental displays in nearby museums

















 Subject skills / concepts


ask & answer questions about the past using sources in a variety of ways


describe & make links between a significant event in the past and peoples’ attitudes today


present selected information and produce work organised & structured appropriately for the purpose








 Key Question:


What evidence about the war is still around in our locality?


How does this evidence help us to understand how people felt during and after the war?




















 Cross Curricular Links


 English speaking & listening





 Key vocabulary


built historic environment


landscape








 Extension Activities


Some pupils could write to their twin town schools to asks what evidence of war damage there is in this town 








 Differentiation


Teacher selects different tasks from the above list to suit the different needs of children





 Planned teaching, learning & assessment activities


Lessons 5 & 6 (or 2 &3)


Children divided into groups for fieldwork activities (a locality Second World War trail).  Each group is responsible for a particular area within the locality.  They must find, record and interpret evidence on their field trip and, on their return prepare findings for a class display headed ‘Evidence about the Second World War in our locality’.  For each different type of built historic evidence a different approach & different questions should be used e.g.





war memorials, church memorials & gardens of remembrance:  


Children take photos and look for clues that tell them


How many people died?   Were there members of the same family?  In what year did most people die?


What do you think of the memorial?  Does it help people to remember?


Their display in school could also contain first hand memories of people who lost loved ones in the war.





signs of bomb damage or buildings demolished / adapted for the War effort ( e.g.iron railings taken, air raid shelters built)


Children take photos or draw what they see, record location of damage/ changes & do further research in school for newspaper accounts of how it happened.  Children could also interview local residents who would describe what happened or why the changes took place.





museum displays or art exhibitions


Children look at these with a critical eye.  How do they help us to find out about our locality during the Second World War?  Are they primary or secondary sources?  Which type of source tells us most about the war in this locality?  Is it a good idea to keep being reminded about the war?





Changes in the built or natural landscape (e.g. derelict land that has never been used since; housing or factories that were flattened; rebuilding programmes post war; pre fab houses still standing; new road names etc.)


Children draw or photograph this evidence, label to changes for the good and changes for the bad.  They research back in school what was there before the war.  They compare them and draw conclusions as to whether the war changed things for the better of for the worse for people in their locality.
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 Resources


local resident who was at school in the area during the Second World war











 Subject skills / concepts


Demonstrate factual knowledge and understanding of some of the main events of the period.


Recognise some of the similarities and differences between periods


 





Main subject area:


history


Key Question:


Was life the same for a child living in this locality during the war as it is now?




















 Cross Curricular Links


 ICT video recording





 Key vocabulary





wartime experiences





 Extension Activities


Children  compare their video interviews with those from other schools in the locality or in Liverpool.  They begin to plot where the most problems arose in WW2


 








 Differentiation


Some groups of children are given questions to ask, whilst the others make up their own





 Planned teaching, learning & assessment activities


Lessons 7 & 8 (or 3&4)


Children devise a list of questions to ask a visitor to the school who was a child in the locality during the Second World War. (e.g. Where did they live?  How many were in their family?  What were their likes and dislikes? What was an ordinary day like? What were their hobbies?  Where did they play out?  What did they do in the evening?  What was life like at school?  How many sweets and snacks were they allowed?)





Children ask themselves the same questions and record their answers.





Teacher introduces visitor to class.  Children show him / her what they have already discovered about the locality.  Does the visitor recognise or remember some of the things?





Visitor is then asked questions from the childrens’ questionnaires (possible having been sent the list beforehand).  Interview recorded on video.





After visitor has departed, children watch the video and transpose the answers to their questions next to their own answers.





Class discussion on what the main similarities and differences were.  Would they prefer wartime life or life nowadays?  They write their ideas down and send copies to the visitor.
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