Bevington Street Housing Study - Work in Schools
A. Introduction
The purpose of this section is to illustrate how a local area around or near to a school can be used to generate curriculum opportunities across the age range. The area chosen for the pilot project run through the Maritime Museum was  Bevington Street. There were number of reasons for this choice. The first is that it is an interesting example of an area which underwent a slum clearance programme which was completed in 1912. This was a major initiative by the city council and as such it generated a lot of documentary and pictorial evidence, including a model of the flats and houses which is held by the Museum of Liverpool Life. The second reason is that although the seen as a great step forward in housing in the early 1900s, the flats are now unoccupied and derelict which enabled the project to look back to the past and forward to the future. The third reason is that the museum already had close links with two schools in the area. 

The two local schools were Our Lady of Reconciliation JMI School and Notre Dame High School. Before going on to look at the interesting and exciting work produced by the schools and their pupils, it is important to consider the context in which each school was able to operate the pilot project. 

Our Lady of Reconciliation was able to use the project in a cross-curricular way across the age range of the school. Building on past experience, it began to take on the character of a whole school project not only in terms of classroom activities but also in relation to its profile within the school’s physical environment. The project never lost sight of the demands of the National Curriculum, but it was not constrained by them. 

Notre Dame, on the other hand, was constrained by the demands of the National Curriculum which meant that it was unable to devote space in the timetable to the project or develop any formal cross-curricular approach. Although a range of skills were used and promoted, the project had to have a very specific focus with a small group of pupils.

B. Work in Our Lady of Reconciliation
The Bevington  Street housing and tenement flats opened in 1912 are next door to Our Lady of Reconciliation JMI School. As noted in the introduction, Bevington Street pilot project became part of the whole school. What follows can only gives a flavour of the range and depth of curriculum and learning activities and opportunities that the project generated. 

Infants (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2)
Classes in the infants used oral history sources to build up a picture of how young children played and enjoyed themselves in their area in the past. They worked with a Reminiscence Group. Through their questions and stories these stimulated, the children were able to find out about aspects of life of young people in the past. They concentrated their investigations on playground games and toys, including ones such as kites and paper chains that children in the past had made. 

Their findings became the basis of a range of classroom activities including:

· Playing games from the past such as skipping and hopscotch

· Making kites and paper chains

· Comparing and contrasting from the past with those of the present

· Writing and drawing

· Preparing and mounting a display

Juniors (Years 1 to 6)
Although most year groups did take part in and were aware of the project, the focus and ‘driving force’ in terms of organisation was Year 6. The Bevington Street project centred around a block of tenement flats known locally as the ‘Grove’. Although these flats have been unoccupied and boarded up for a number of years, they are ‘listed buildings’. 

1. Using the buildings
The flats themselves were the starting point. The Year 6 pupils obviously knew about the flats and it was explained to them that they ‘listed’ buildings and thus could not be demolished without permission. If the continued to deteriorate, however, they may eventually have to be knocked down. The pupils, therefore, set up a debate about the pros and cons of saving the flats. This research and the debate itself would lead to community involvement which was to prove to be one of the added bonuses of the project. The community became involved in and stimulated by the pupils interest and became an additional resource.

Along with Year 3 pupils, Year 6 also investigated and explored the buildings in their present state. Their findings were recorded through drawings, photographs and writing. The results of this work stimulated creative writing as part of Year 6’s English work. Pupils wrote poems about the buildings in the past, present and future. (see examples???) Enthusiasm for the project was spreading in the school and the buildings were also used by Year 5 as an inspiration for part of their poetry work. (examples??)

2. Oral history
Through the link with the museum, the school had access to portable tape recorders. These enabled Year 6 pupils to embark on an oral history project to gather evidence on what life in the tenements flats was like. Before gathering the evidence, the pupils had to do a lot of background preparation,  starting with a survey to find people in the area who had lived in the flats or had contact with others who had. Armed with this information, they then wrote to ask if they would be willing to be interviewed and if so when the could come into the school.

Before their first interviews, however, the pupils had to develop a list of questions to ask their interviewees. This came from the pupils who, working together in groups, discussed the sorts of questions they thought it was important to ask. The group lists a condensed into a final list of agreed questions. (see list) The pupils had ensured that the questions were ‘open’ and wouldn’t just result in yes/no type answers. The aim was to stimulate their interviewees to tell stories about their lives in the old flats.

Having developed their list of questions, the pupils then arranged appointments to carry out the interviews. Using tape recorders supplied by the museum, the pupils asked their questions and recorded the resulting interviews. Pupils were later able to use their ITC skills to transcribe the interviews. 

As can be seen in the following extracts, the answers to the pupils questions and the stories that the interviewees told provided a range of fascinating information about life in the past in the Bevington Street area. Along with all the other skills that the pupils were using and developing, it is important to note that they were becoming ‘historians’. They were researching and gathering evidence about life in the past.

EXTRACTS …….
3. Artefacts, photographs and written sources

The pupils work on oral history provided them with the ‘voice’ of the past. Artefacts, photographs and written sources were also available. As part of the pilot programme, Our Lady of Reconciliation was able to draw on the support of the museum to obtain examples of these historical sources. While this may have given them an obvious advantage in terms of teacher time, it should be noted that none of the sources used were ‘unavailable’. They and similar sources for other areas are available in the city’s museums and libraries. It is the time needed to gather them that is often the problem.

Contemporary artefacts, such as (…. examples …..) were made available on loan through the museum. This service, available to other interested schools, provided a good starting point for using artefacts with pupils. The contribution of the museum was supplemented by the links that the school had built up with the community through the project. The interviewees who had taken part in the oral history element, for example, also provided artefacts such as (…. examples …..) In this way, the school was able to increase the number of artefacts that it could use with its pupils. 

The process was the same with photographic evidence. The museum, with the help of the library, was able to provide some photographic sources but again the interviewees and others were able to provide further and different photographic evidence which gave insights into to life of the community in the past. (…. examples …..)

Finally, as has been noted , the Bevington Street project had the further advantage of having readily available documentary sources. It was a slum clearance programme and housing improvement project of which the city was proud and as such was the subject of a pamphlet by the Housing Committee. This pamphlet provides a lot of valuable written evidence about housing conditions before the area was improved, on the new flats and houses being built, on rents to be paid and so on. It also includes maps, plans and photographs! Such evidence is available for other areas of the city but is perhaps less accessible.

4. Museum visit
All the above work and activity in and around the school was complemented and enhanced by a visit to the Museum of Liverpool Life where pupils (…….. brief outline Dilys  ……)

Although the pupils’ visit to the museum was made more relevant  by the fact that the museum has a model of the 1912 Bevington Street housing scheme, it is obvious from the above that a visit to the museum would be of great benefit to any school engaged in a similar local study.

5. Looking to the future
Having investigated the past and studied Bevington Street tenement flats in the present the pupils were left with one question that they wanted to address. What was going to happen to the boarded up and derelict flats in the future?

The work the pupils had done had developed their interest in the flats as part of their area and which in turn had stimulated members of the local community to look again at the buildings. To help them with ideas for the future, the school invited a local architect to visit and discuss possible developments in community terms. Over the years, for example, the flats had been vandalised. How could this be prevented if they were to be done up.

With this in mind, the pupils set about designing future plans for the flats (see examples?). Whether these will ever be adopted is another question, but the whole process of considering the future and noting present issues around vandalism and dereliction did develop the pupils’ sense of community awareness and improved the relationship between the school and its own local community.

6. Display
The whole Bevington Street project had generated a mass of pupil work and evidence from the past in the form of artefacts, photographs, interviews and so on. This became the subject of large and imaginative displays in the school hall, corridors and classrooms. The project had indeed become part of the school as the photographs shows. (…. Examples …) These, however, can only hint at the tremendous range of the displays that were produced throughout the project.
7. Curriculum
Rather being constrained by the National Curriculum, the project as carried out by the school, became a vehicle for delivering it in an interesting, stimulating and exciting way that enthused pupils and teachers alike. The following diagram offers a brief account of some of the curriculum areas covered through the Bevington Street project. 
8. Celebration and conclusion
As the project had played such an important and prominent part in the life of the school for (How long???), it was decided to give over a day not only to celebrating its success but also to re-enacting life at the time of the opening of the Bevington Street tenement flats.

During the day, everyone was to be dressed in Victorian/Edwardian costume. In the morning pupils would have the opportunity to ‘sample’ the sorts of lessons their peers had before the First World War. The cane was seen but not used! In the afternoon, there was a party in the style of the time with pupils playing games from the past (examples???). As the photographs (are there any?) show, ‘a good time was had by all’ and this in effect was a key factors in the overall success of the project.

In conclusion, therefore, while recognising the success of the project it is important to the key factors that gave it to the school. These were:

· pupils and staff became enthused and motivated by the project

· pupils could see relevance in the work they were doing 

· the quality and quantity of learning increased. 

· pupils had the opportunity to develop and use new skills (e.g. the process of taping the interviews enabled pupils to develop and use technical skills; to learn how to question effectively; to develop social skills such as putting interviewees who were nervous or worried about getting it wrong at their ease)

· the whole school was involved

· parents, grandparents and other relatives became involved in the pupils’ education 

· the school raised its profile in the community 

· community involvement became an additional resource.

English/Literacy


poems


extended writing


report writing


designing questionnaires


speaking/listening


constructing effective arguments


developing/using linking words


writing speeches to put across a point of view


debating and voting





History


KS1 history


Y6 local study





ICT


Using tape recorders


transcribing interviews





Geography


maps


plans


change of use of buildings/land





Art/DT


Display


Making booklets


Mounting pictures, photographs, writing, etc.


making picture frames 





Mathematics


Data handling (e.g. favourite toys)





PSE


Community issues (e.g. civic awareness; sense of community; responsibility for own environment)
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