Unit 17 – The Greek Influence on Architecture in Liverpool
Introductory notes

Although St George’s Hall represents the acme of the Greek influence in Liverpool, this unit aims to show that this influence is more widespread in terms of time and area. Ideally the unit would enable pupils to identify and discuss ‘traces’ of the Greek style from the most obvious to the more indirect (e.g. embellishments to places like shopping malls, offices and private houses. As such the unit will have a lot of scope for differentiation.

The key resource is the city itself which can be used by schools either directly (e.g. visiting an area like William Brown Street … taking in the museum if there are any Greek objects on display at present) or through photographs. If using photographs, it may be a useful idea to introduce a few ‘red herrings’ in order to stimulate about what constitutes Greek influence. Further to this line of thought, it may also be useful to offer something on the Roman orders of architecture as represented by their columns. If pupils could identify the differences between Greek and Roman Corinthian rather than just any building with columns being Greek this would be working up a fairly sophisticated level of observation. (NB Gloag’s ‘Guide to Western Architecture’ has line drawings that show this.) Is this worth working into the unit …. it is maybe more subtle than first thought?

It is has not been easy to identify sources that provide an account of the Greek influence in Liverpool although this is part of a general Greek revival in the early 19th century. This revival did, according to Hughes, continue for longer in Liverpool through the influence of Professor Charles Reilly at the university and from architects in the USA. Hughes’ book has a brief account of the Greek revival in Liverpool. Included in that account is reference to two Liverpool architects, Foster Jnr and Cockerell, doing their ‘grand tour’ in Greece and the East and coming back with a love of Greek architecture. Cockerell is an interesting character and something on his time out there may be useful. He also did drawings of the great monuments and even ‘pinched’ a few bits. Is this worth pursuing?
The following outlines the sources and resources available and with some initial suggestions for an approach to the unit in the classroom. 

Additional Needs

· Examples of KS2 textbooks on the Greeks with reference to architecture

Extracts from J. Morduant’s ‘The Greek Revival’ (PT has taken out copy from library! 26/9/01) 

Number
Description and reference
Possible Use

GR1a
Chapter 7 from Patrick Nutgens ‘They Story of Architecture’ (PT’s own copy)

The chapter gives a brief outline of outline of Greek architecture and has some line drawings of the order of columns (only top half).
Developing background material for teachers and pupils

GR1b
Extracts from John Gloag’s ‘Guide to Western Architecture’ 720.94 GLO
Useful line drawings of the orders and decorative detail and some photographs of Greek buildings.

GR1c
Extracts from Doreen Yarwood ‘The Architecture of Europe’ 720.94 YAR showing line drawings of orders, decorative details and key buildings from ancient Greece

NB GR1 b and GR1c have been ‘plucked’ from the shelves in the Art section of the library .... better background sources may be available. 
 Drawings useful both for the orders and the buildings (i.e. perhaps easier to pick up detail cf photographs … provide a good ‘starting point’.

GR2
Quentin Hughes ‘Liverpool – City of Architecture’ P10 - 11 (PT has copy)

This gives a short account of the Greek revival in Liverpool and has references to Foster Jnr and Cockerell
Useful to show that there was a conscious Greek revival movement in Liverpool and that this continued quite late cf other towns/cities. There is also scope for introducing personalities  …… Elmes, Cockerell and Foster

NB Personalities need further research … do according to demand?

GR3
‘Ancient Greece’ – Copy in BOX 2 at Friary

Content unseen at present but surely it will have reference to Greek architecture…. If not then we need another that does. 


GR4
‘A Note on the Architecture of Liverpool’ by C. H. Reilly (Prof. of Arch at L’pool Univ.) in Alfred Holt (Ed.) ‘Merseyside’ H942.721 HOL
Useful as a short background source 

GR5a
Photographs of St George’s Hall, Bank of England and Town Hall from British Architects’ Conference 27 – 30 May 1948 Hq 720.63 BRI 
Useful views but don’t add much

GR5b
St George’s Hall by John Street in the ‘Illustrated Liverpool News’ July 1962 

Hq 050 ILL

Has an account of the building of the hall, etc. Also an excellent print of c.1860 is reproduced.

Nice little ‘poem’ about an 1857 fancy dress ball by a ‘local poet’ See opposite!
‘Did you see the gigs and coaches

Going to St George’s Hall?

Did you see the grand approaches

Going to the fancy ball?

St George’s Hall was decorated

Fit for England’s Beauty Queen.

The fancy floor was elevated

For the ladies all serene.’

GR5c
Extracts from Terry Cavanagh’s ‘Public Sculpture of Liverpool’ Hq 725.940 942 753
Limited use but has photographs of ‘Greek’ details

GR6
Quentin Hughes ‘Liverpool – City of Architecture’ 

GR6 is an analysis of the buildings photographed and described that have Greek influences and detail. The analysis gives page and entry number, a description of content and comments on potential use.
This must surely be the core of this unit as either a guide for teachers who wish to take groups on visits to key areas or who wish to use the photographs as a means of tracing Greek architectural influence in Liverpool.

