






 Resources





 Photographs - narrow boats





 Pupil resource cards





 The Butty Boy by Jill Paton 


 Walsh (Puffin)


 The story is set in the 1880s 


 and explores the contrasts in


 lifestyles between a middle 


 class and a boating family


 


 Census documents








 








 Subject skills / concepts





 Identify characteristic features of specified periods and societies including the ideas, beliefs and attitudes of people in the past, and experiences of men, women and children








 Key Questions:


 How were canals used in the past?


 Why were narrow boats used?


 What things did they transport?


 How were they powered?


 What was life living and working on a 


 canal boat like?











 Cross Curricular Links





 English – Reading skills - to read for information


 





 Key vocabulary


narrow boat 	canal 	cargo	load


goods	coal	iron


lock	lock keeper 	towpath


wharf	tunnels	transport





 Extension Activities





 The Butty Boy could be used as a basis for text 


 level work during the literacy hour. 


 








 Differentiation


  Depending on the age and ability of the pupils, 


 teachers may need to prepare pupils for the above 


 activity  by first introducing them to the specific 


 vocabulary involved, i.e cargo, wharf etc. 


 This could be done on a ‘need to know’ basis, as a 


 dictionary exercise, glossary of terms etc.





 Planned teaching, learning & assessment activities			


Pupils look at photographs and pictures of narrow boats, late 1800s.


      Class discuss: Why were narrow boats used? What things did they 


      transport? How were they powered? What things would have to be 


      prepared before they set off?


List questions they would want to ask the person(s) in the picture to find out about their lives? Pupils conduct independent research to find answers or pose questions to teacher or other pupils in role. 





Class brainstorm: How would the crew spend their time? What jobs would they do? Pupils’ suggestions are listed on the board. 


Pupils work individually or in pairs and are given a resource card showing a particular task, for instance feeding the horse, loading and unloading cargoes, polishing the boat’s name or horse brasses, steering the boat, preparing food, boat maintenance etc. They either mime this action or are questioned by other pupils who try and identify the task involved.


Which jobs would they most/least have enjoyed doing? Was it a hard life?





Pupils write a  ‘boatman’s diary’ or ‘A day in the life of..’ They should include the following information: 


day to day jobs 


cargo they carry


what they eat


how much they are paid


how many people live on the boat
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 Resources





 Pupil resource sheets 





Access to 


 local section of canal.








 Subject skills / concepts





 How to find out about aspects of the periods studied from a range of sources of information








 Key Question:


 What evidence is there today that Liverpool’s canals were important transport networks in the past?











 Cross Curricular Links


 English – range of purposes for writing should 


 include: to inform and explain, focusing on the 


 subject matter and how to convey it in sufficient detail


 for the reader.


 





 Key vocabulary





evidence 	original 		preserve 


heritage	horse grips	slag


metal buffers


	





 Extension Activities


 Pupils produce an illustrated tourist guide to the 


 ‘Canals in Liverpool’. This may include: features of


 historical interest, leisure and recreation, wildlife and 


 other local attractions.


 








 Differentiation


 The degree of teacher explanation required will 


 depend on the age and ability of the pupils.





 Planned teaching, learning & assessment activities			(





Class fieldwork visit, walking the length of  ……………………………. 


Pupils locate, describe and identify the objects seen 


In each case, the pupils consider the following questions: What does the object show? Where is the object located? How would it have been used? What does it tell us about the past? Is this the original feature?





Pupils are encouraged to look for clues, such as changes in building materials, derelict sites etc., showing where original features (buildings, footpaths and wharfs) have been removed, replaced or altered. 


(


Follow up - Pupils discuss: How important is it to preserve evidence of Liverpool’s canal heritage? What happens to the evidence when changes are made? Why is it sometimes necessary to modify existing features? What steps have been taken to reflect original features in the design of modern improvements?





What further improvements would they like to see to the site? Pupils write a proposal for the future development of the area.
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 Resources





 Digital camera





 canal








 Subject skills / concepts


 


 Describe, analyse and explain reasons for, and results of, the historical events,  situations and changes in the periods studied.





 


 Key Questions:


 How do canals serve local communities living in Liverpool today?


 Why are canals no longer used to transport goods?











 Cross Curricular Links


 Geography – ask geographical questions


 English – Speaking and listening – Group discussion 


 and interaction





 Key vocabulary


leisure 		recreation 	habitat


environment 	protect		litter


graffiti 		vandalism 	responsibility


 	





	





 Extension Activities


 Role play – representatives of local people to  


 present different arguments i.e. councillor, town 


 planners, cyclists, dog ownner, local historian etc. 


 meet to discuss a  relevant issue, for instance, a 


 footpath improvement scheme to replace an uneven 


 cobbled towpath with modern surfacing materials.


 








 Differentiation


 By selection of appropriate task above.





 Planned teaching, learning & assessment activities			





Pupils investigate how the canal serves the local community today. Following previous field trip, or as a separate visit, compile a list of canal users? How do they use the canal? For what reason?





Discuss: What positive effects have recent canal improvements had on the local community? For example: providing opportunities for leisure and recreation (pleasure cruising, fishing, walking; cycling) and as a habitat for many plants and animals.


Pupils record these activities in appropriate ways i.e. photographs,       sketches, and notes. 


What evidence is there to suggest that some of these activities have a damaging effect on the environment, for example, increased litter, graffiti and vandalism?





Pupils devise a ‘canal code’ promoting positive ways in which the area can be safely enjoyed by everyone.


or


Pupils design posters encouraging people to protect the canal environment.
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