Unit 9 – Middle Class Housing – Rodney Street
Introductory notes

Rodney Street has a number of advantages for a study of middle class housing in Liverpool.

· It is still much as it was when it was completed c. 1825

· There is a good range of historical sources - including maps, photographs, paintings/etchings, census returns, information about people who lived there, history of its changing status/use.

· There are opportunities for different and varied approaches to using the material (e.g. ‘field’ trip; classroom based research; use of old maps; using census data; focusing on famous people; working on life and lifestyle of the Liverpool merchant class in the early 19th century)

Is it possible to present the range of sources through IT so that pupils can the street through general maps, photographs and background information with specific information about individual houses using the post 1839 numbering system.

The resources list is first outline. Items still need to be photocopied but at least this offers a provisional selection. 

Additional Resources Needed

· Further census information (link into numbers of the 1889 Liverpool Citizen Article?) but also follow through the years 1851 on

Etchings/paintings of 19th century Rodney Street

Number
Description and reference
Status/Possible Use

RS1
Edna Rideout ‘Rodney Street, Liverpool’ in Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire Vol. 83 1931

Good on the origins and people who lived there, etc. Also gives an account of the changes to the numbering of the street in 1839.  
Not photocopied as yet …. may be too detailed, but information about occupants could be extracted.

RS2
John Stonehouse ‘The Streets of Liverpool’ H942.721 32 STO

Has chapter on Rodney Street, which includes origins and name of the street and some details of people who have lived there. He also includes a reference to the murder in 1837 of a cookmaid named Grace Avery by ‘a man named Duffin’. The murder took place in a house north of the Scotch Church. 
Photocopied

RS3
Article on Rodney Street in the ‘Illustrated Liverpool News’ June 1962 

Hq 050 ILL

Has a useful and brief account of the origins and people of the street
Photocopied

RS4
Article in ‘The Liverpool Citizen’ 1888 – 9 (24th July 1889) Hf 050 CIT

The article is under the heading ‘Old Liverpool Streets– Rodney Street in 1844’ and details the people living there at that time.

Even then bemoaning the decline from 1844 to 1889 …… shops are beginning to appear and even worse adverts in windows for apartments to let!
Photocopied …… names could be linked to later census information.

NB The trail developed by CBRU (see RS8) includes two entries from the 1851 census. One is for the O’Donnell family and they are mentioned in the article. ‘ ….. Dr John O’Donnell, one of Liverpool’s most famous and gifted physicians. Dr O’Donnell was a skilful operator and he was held in very high estimation. I remember him very well driving about in a very elegant brougham and wearing blue or black spectacles.’

RS5
Chapter from C. H. Reilly ‘Some Liverpool Streets and Buildings’ 1921

H720 REI

Useful but very much the architect’s view. 
Photocopied

RS6
Maps of the Rodney Street area dating from 1785 through to 1863

Most in the library but we probably have copies in Friary.
Photocopied

Very useful for use in class to show change and continuity, etc.

Excellent for landowners and street names in area. Could also be taken on visit to the street.



RS7
Photographs/paintings/etchings


None photocopied, but do have possession of a selection of photographs dug out by Eileen. The day from the late 1930s to the 1970s. The best are a group taken in 1942.

Select …. Good for use in class and again if visiting.

RS8
Copy of the CBRU Rodney Street trail
May be useful as forming the basis of a more developed trail which could include map information and old photographs/etchings to compare/contrast, etc









